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bespoke luxury motorcycle1930 Brough Superior

1969 BSA Rocket 3 early three cylinder 'superbike

47

1938 Triumph Speed Twin two cylinder innovation

42

1949 Vincent Black Shadow fastest standard motorcycle1991 Norton F.1 road version of a race winner

68

The stamps are designed by 
Ian Chilvers of Atelier Works, 
with illustrations by Michael 
English. Atelier designed last 
year’s Crimean War stamps, 
and Michael English designed 
the Buses stamps of 2001; he 
is noted for his 1960s posters 
of bands like The Who.

Technical details

Printer Walsall Security 
Printers
Process Lithography
Stamp size 41 x 30mm 
Sheets 25 and 50 
Perforation 14 x 14.5 
Phosphor Two bands 

Gum PVA
Gutter pairs Vertical

Cylinders and colours

All values W1 silver • W1 yel­
low • W1 magenta • W1 cyan 
(blue) • W1 black • W1 phos­
phor

A set of six stamps featuring British motorcycles from 1914 to 1991 goes 
on sale at Post Office branches and philatelic oudets and Royal Mail Tal­
lents House on 19 July. Part of the series of Transport issues which com­
menced with the Buses set in 2001, it will be issued to coincide with the 
British Motorcycle Grand Prix at Silverstone.

The stamps feature: 1st class 1991 Norton fi road version of a race win­
ner; 4Op 1969 bsa Rocket 3 early three cylinder ‘superbike’; 42p 1949 Vin­
cent Black Shadow fastest standard motorcycle; 47P 1938 Triumph Speed 
Twin two cylinder innovation; 6op 1930 Brough superior bespoke luxury 
motorcycle; and 68p 1914 Royal Enfield small-engined motor bicycle. The 
Queen’s silhouette, printed in silver, is positioned upper right, with the value 
or service indicator at top left. The motorcycles are from the collection at 
the National Motorcycle Museum in Birmingham except for the Triumph 
Speed Twin and Royal Enfield motor bicycle which are privately owned.

The stamps will be issued to Post Office branches in sheets of 25. How­
ever sheets of 50 with gutter margins will be available from Post Office 
philatelic outlets and Royal Mail Tallents House.

First day facilities Unstamped Royal Mail fdc envelopes will be avail­
able from main Post Office branches and philatelic outlets about a week 
before 19 July, price 25p. Orders for fdcs with the stamps cancelled by a 
pictorial first day postmark of Tallents House or Solihull must reach Tal­
lents House by the day of issue. Price £3.79 uk or £3.23 overseas.

Collectors may send stamped covers on the day of issue to: Royal Mail 
Tallents House, 21 South Gyle Crescent, Edinburgh eh 12 9PB (for Tallents 
House postmark), or to one of Royal Mail’s Special Handstamp Centres 
(for the Solihull postmark) marking the outer envelope ‘FD0517’ (Tallents 
House), or ‘FD0518’ (Solihull). Covers can be posted or handed in at main
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BSA 
Rocket 3 
1969

Vinctnt
Black Shadow 
1949

Triumph
Speed Twin
1938

4240

Mrs J Robinson
200 Manorbier Road 
Ilkeston 
Derbyshire
DE7 4AB

The

Motorcycles
For most of the 20th century Britain was a world leader in motorcycle 

manufacture, producing everything from Ariel's motorized bicycles 

of the early 1900s to Triumph's 160mph superbikes of the 1990s.

These makes, along with other great names like AJS. BSA. Matchless. 
Norton. Royal Enfield. Vetocette and Vincent were famous al over the 

globe for their sturdy, reliable engineering and hgh-quality finish.

After a decade in the doldrums, 
the much revered Norton marque 
made a dramatic comeback m 
the 1980y with some unorthodox 
road and racetrack motorcycles 
Powered by piston-less Wankel 
rotary engines, their storming 
power delivery was silky smooth 

Based on Norton's successful 
rotary racer, the 1991 Fl had a 
liquid-cooled engine wdhm an 
alumnum frame and sported the 
latest m suspension and braking 
technology Rapid acceleration 
and 145rnph capability made the 
Fl a demanding, but exhilarating 
motorcycle to ride

Post Office branches for the Solihull postmark. A non-pictonal Solihull 
postmark is also available from the Special Handstamp Centres; request 
‘FD0518 np’.

Details of sponsored handstamps for 19 July will be announced in the 
British Postmark Bulletin available on subscription from Tallents House 
(£12.25 UK/Europe; £24.95 elsewhere). For a sample copy write to: The 
Editor, British Postmark Bulletin, Royal Mail, 148 Old Street, London 
egiv 9H0.

A pack (top, price £3.40) and 
stamp cards (30p each) will be 
available at main Post Offices 
and philatelic outlets and from 
Tallents House. The pack was 
designed by Atelier Works and 
written by Mick Duckworth, a 
former Editor of Motorcycle 
News, and author of books on 
British motorcycles.
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Motorcycles For most of the 20th century Britain was a world leader in the 
manufacture of motorcycles, and the stamps represent a wide range of uk 
manufacturers. Each cycle featured represents a major advance in design. 
The Royal Enfield (68p) was the first with an all chain transmission; before 
that, hide belts had been used. The Brough Superior (6op) from 1930, was 
sold with a 1 oomph guarantee. Its most famous owner was T E Lawrence 
(of Arabia). The Triumph Speed Twin (47p) was the first with a parallel 
twin cylinder engine which every other British manufacturer then repli­
cated. The Vincent Black Shadow (42p) had a radical frameless chassis 
that combined the engine and gearbox for structural strength and its canti­
levered rear suspension was widely adopted by other manufacturers. The 
bsa Rocket 3 (4-op) was one of the first super bikes offering i2omph plus 
performance from its 3-cylinder engine. The Norton fi (1st class) was pow­
ered by a pistonless wankle rotary engine and was a road version of Nor­
ton’s champion racing bike of the 1980s •




